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PITTSFIELD “  Congressman John W. Olver (D - 1st District)                announced today at a press conference that the US Department of                Housing and Urban Development°s Supportive Housing Program has awarded                a $92,312 two-year grant to Our Friends° House in Pittsfield to                aid the homeless throughout Central Berkshire County. Our Friends°                House is one of several organizations that make up the Committee                on Homelessness in Berkshire County.              

Congressman Olver worked closely with Our Friends° House during                the application process and advocated directly to HUD Secretary                Andrew Cuomo on their behalf.              

œThis funding is desperately needed by Berkshire County advocates                who work diligently on behalf of the homeless and disadvantaged.                 This grant will enhance their ability to deliver the needed services                in a comprehensive and united way throughout the region,” Olver                said. 
               œMost importantly, the funds will help to improve the lives of those                who are currently homeless, and will proactively help to combat                the problems that lead to homelessness.”              

Our Friends° House, which is a two story, wood frame structure                on West and Dewey Ave.. The unit is capable of housing 6-9 families                for a total of 22 residents at one time.  In addition to sleeping                quarters, the house  has two playrooms, a living room, dining                room, kitchen, laundry, library and food storage area. Residents                can stay as long as it requires to secure safe, affordable housing,                although not longer than two years. Since 1987, Our Friends° House                has served as an emergency shelter and transitional housing facility                for 355 families.              

The funds will be used for providing transitional housing, paying                professional and support staff for both on-site and follow-up services,                and for client needs related to present and post homelessness stabilization                such as medicines, clerical support, and transportation costs.             
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